
 

 

 

PLAINVIEW-OLD BETHPAGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

999 OLD COUNTRY ROAD 

PLAINVIEW, NY  11803 

 

       MINUTES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MARCH 20, 2019  

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Rhoda Orenstein called the meeting to 

order at 3:02 PM via Skype, videoconferencing from 

her home in Delray Beach, Florida. Present, in room 

C&D were Trustees Victor Fischer, Marilyn Leibowitz, Stefanie 

Nelkens and Michael Polansky, Library Director Gretchen Browne & 

Recording Secretary Evita Karlic’.  Labor Counsel Larry Tenenbaum 

was also present. Members of the public Allan Asherman, Joseph 

Eisner, Arlene Lo, Nancy Sanders, Susan Sherer and Gwenn Silverman 

were also in attendance. 

 

PUBLIC   

PARTICIPATION:  The members of the public complimented our facility 

and the services we provide to the community.  There 

were also suggestions for improvement in our printing 

of flyers as well as a request for the purchase of 

Automated External Defibrillators.  

 

 An extensive list of names on a petition was 

presented to the Board enforcing the need of the AED 

purchase. Mrs. Browne is already in contact with the 

vendor and has assured the Board as well as the 

public that the purchase is imminent, along with 

proper training. An upgraded wifi and telephone 

system will also aid in the event of a medical 

emergency on the lower level of the Library. There 

will also be signs prominently posted detailing 

instructions on how to proceed in case of an 

incident. 

 

 

MINUTES: The Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting of  

February 20, 2019 and of the Budget Review Meeting of 

March 6, 2019 were accepted in a motion made by 

Mrs. Leibowitz and seconded by Mr. Fischer. All 

Trustees voted aye. 

 

REVENUE & 

DISBURSEMENTS: Received and filed. 

 

 

BILLS FOR  

PAYMENT:  

PAYMENT: The schedules of bills dated 2/28/19 and 3/12/19 were 

unanimously accepted in a motion introduced by  

 Mrs. Leibowitz and seconded by Mr. Polansky. 
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DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT: Mrs. Browne discussed the following items: 

 

● Upon receipt of a threatening letter from the 

Architect, the roofing contractor is expected to have 

work completed at the end of this month. 

 

● The bid opening for the Story Time Room and various 

construction projects is scheduled for April 9, 2019. 

Staff is already working on the clean-up of the 

basement, Technical Services and Circulation 

Department in preparation for this next construction. 

 

● A new backflow device was installed this week and 

proper paperwork will be filed with the Water 

District. 

 

● The Board members wish to express their gratitude 

to Susan Feuer, Megan Murphy, Ilene Reif and Jackie 

Yu for attending the 2019 Library Legislation Day in 

Albany.  

 

● Mrs. Browne told the Board that we are constantly 

looking to supplement our collection to fill our 

schools’ needs. The school librarians encourage all 

students to use our services as we continue to try to 

get more circulation with the student body. 

 

● The Director informed the Board that a check was 

given to the Library from the Chamber of Commerce in 

the amount of $3600 which represents our portion of 

the proceeds from the 2018 Fall Festival.  The 2019 

Fair is scheduled for October 6, 2019. 

 

The following reports were received and filed: 

    

   Library Statistical 

               Family Center Statistical 

Circulation Statistical 

   Community Service Report 

   Information & Referral Service Report 

   Family Center Report 

   Family Center Program 

Reference Department Report 

   Collection Development Report     

Technology Department Report 
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NEW BUSINESS: The Personnel and Salary Changes were approved    

in a motion introduced by Mr. Polansky, seconded 

by Mrs. Nelkens.  The vote was 5-0.  

 

The draft of the 2019-2020 proposed budget with 0.5% 

increase was accepted in a motion made by  

Mr. Polansky, seconded by Mrs. Leibowitz and approved 

by all Trustees. 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Leibowitz, seconded by  

Mr. Fischer and agreed by all Trustees to hold (2) 

daytime Board of Trustees Meetings a year for the 

benefit of the public. 

 

EXECUTIVE 

SESSION: At 4:20 PM, Mrs. Leibowitz introduced a motion, 

seconded by Mrs. Nelkens to enter into Executive 

Session to discuss labor negotiations with the 

Library’s Labor Counsel.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 No formal action was taken. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Mr. Fischer moved 

the meeting be adjourned. Mrs. Nelkens seconded and agreed by all, 

the meeting ended at 4:55 PM.  

       

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Evita Karlic’, Recording Secretary  


