
BRIGHT FUTURES: BUILDING A BETTER LIBRARY FOR ALL 
UPCOMING LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION 

Dear POB Community, 
As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining a safe, modern, and welcoming 
environment, the Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library will be offering limited services for 
approximately three weeks beginning Sunday, October 5, 2025 to complete essenal 
infrastructure improvements. 

The Main Building will be closed to the public and we will provide limited services in our lobby 
space. While we understand that any closure is inconvenient, this work is necessary to ensure 
the long-term safety, comfort, and sustainability of our facility. 

This overall project qualifies for funding through the New York State Public Library 
Construcon Grant Program as well as addional energy-saving rebates. 

WHAT’S BEING DONE: 
During this me, the following major upgrades and renovaons will take place: 

• Replacement of all lighng with energy-efficient LED fixtures both inside and outside the 
building 

• Installaon of a new, energy-efficient boiler to replace our original unit from the 1960s 
• Redesign and enhancement of public study spaces 
• Refreshed Family Center to provide a more engaging experience for children and families 
• Replacement of carpeng in high-traffic areas 
• Replace backup generator which has historically served as a vital resource for the 

community during local power outages 
• Parking lot restriping and Book Drop replacement 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 
During the construcon period, library services will be reduced and accessible within the Main 
Lobby area. The following services will be available: 

• Popular book browsing 
• Reserves may be placed and picked up 
• Photocopying/faxing available 
• Public computers: Limited computer availability 
• Readers advisory for all ages 
• Circulaon services: checkouts and returns 

Due to limited space, we kindly ask that you hold on to any items you wish to return unl the 
library fully reopens, unless otherwise instructed. Please note that no fines will be incurred 
during this me. Donaons will not be accepted at this me. 



ADJUSTED HOURS OF SERVICE: 
Sunday, October 5 – CLOSED - Building preparaon 

Monday, October 6 – CLOSED - Removal of exisng ceilings/lights and Book Drop replacement 

Tuesday, October 7 – CLOSED - Removal of exisng ceilings/lights and Asbestos removal 

Wednesday, October 8 – CLOSED - Clean air tesng 

Thursday, October 9: - Adjusted hours of service begins: 

Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Friday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

The library ancipates full reopening to the public on Sunday, October 26. 

INDOOR/OUTDOOR LIGHTING: 
UPGRADING TO LED LIGHTING 
We are excited to share that the library will be replacing all indoor and outdoor lighng fixtures 
with new LED (Light Eming Diode) technology. This project is part of our ongoing commitment 
to maintaining a safe, welcoming, and cost-effecve environment for our community. 

WHY THE CHANGE? 
Our current lighng system, much of which is original to the building, has become outdated, 
inefficient, and costly to maintain. By upgrading to LED fixtures, we will be making a smart 
investment in both the safety of our patrons and the long-term sustainability of the library. 

COST SAVINGS 
• Lower Energy Bills: LEDs use up to 75% less energy than tradional lighng, which will 

result in substanal annual savings for the library. 
• Longer Lifespan: With an average lifespan of 10–15 years, LED fixtures reduce the need 

for frequent replacements, saving on maintenance costs and staff me. 
• Environmental Responsibility: By consuming less energy, LEDs reduce the library’s 

carbon footprint, aligning with our goal to operate sustainably and responsibly. 

BOILER REPLACEMENT 

Our building’s original boiler, installed in the 1960s, is no longer funconal and cannot provide 
the heang required to keep the library comfortable during colder months. 



COST SAVINGS 
• Reliable Heang: A modern boiler will ensure consistent warmth throughout the 

building, allowing visitors and staff to enjoy a safe and comfortable environment. 
• Energy Efficiency: Newer systems use significantly less energy, lowering ulity costs and 

reducing our environmental impact. 
• Dependability: Replacing an outdated system eliminates the risk of unexpected 

breakdowns, which in the past led to uncomfortable condions for patrons. 

GENERATOR REPLACEMENT: 
A SAFE SPACE IN EMERGENCIES 
For decades, our generator has allowed the library to serve as a community safe space during 
power outages. Families and individuals have relied on us for light, heat, and connecon in 
mes of need. Unfortunately, the current generator is at the end of its service life and must be 
replaced. 

WHY THIS MATTERS: 
• Community Safety: A new generator ensures the library can connue to provide shelter 

and support when outages occur. 
• Uninterrupted Services: Essenal systems— lighng, internet, heang, and security— 

will remain available during emergencies. 
• Reliability: A modern generator will guarantee that the library is prepared to serve as a 

gathering place whenever the community needs us most. 

ADDITIONAL STUDY ROOMS 

Our library connues to grow alongside the needs of our community. One of the most frequent 
requests we receive is for addional study and work spaces. At peak mes, our exisng rooms 
quickly reach capacity, leaving many patrons without a quiet place to read, study, or meet. 

To address this, the library will install addional ADA-compliant study rooms. These new rooms 
are designed with accessibility in mind, ensuring that all patrons, including those with mobility 
devices or other accessibility needs can make full use of the spaces. 

FAMILY CENTER 
The library’s Family Center will receive a much-ancipated refresh, designed to make the space 
even more welcoming and enjoyable for families of all ages. 

Working with a team of arsts, we will be reimagining the Family Center to create an 
environment that is both inving and funconal. This project reflects our commitment to 



ensuring the library remains a warm and engaging desnaon for children, parents, and 
caregivers. 

WHAT’S CHANGING? 
• New Flooring: The Family Center will receive updated flooring to create a clean, bright, 

and comfortable space for reading, playing, and learning. 
• Arst’s Touch: The refreshed space will feature a thoughul layout and warm, inving 

colors to make every visit enjoyable. 
• More Welcoming Atmosphere: The updates will enhance the sense of community and 

connecon that the Family Center has always provided. 

WHY THIS MATTERS 
The Family Center is one of the most cherished parts of our library, and this refresh ensures that 
it connues to be a safe, engaging, and beauful space for years to come. Whether families are 
here for storyme, play, or quiet reading, they will find an environment that encourages 
learning, creavity, and togetherness. 

PARKING LOT SAFETY AND OUTDOOR BOOK DROP 

Over the years, the exisng outdoor book drop has become damaged and hazardous and no 
longer funcons as efficiently as needed. The new design will improve accessibility for drivers 
and pedestrians, making it easier and safer to return materials at any me of day. In addion to 
the book drop replacement, we will also be repainng the parking lot stripes. Clear and visible 
striping and addional arrows and signs are essenal for creang organized parking, 
maintaining proper traffic flow, and ensuring pedestrian safety. 

Programs originally scheduled during this me have been adjusted. Please visit poblib.org for 
updated programming informaon. 

For more informaon on our resources, call 516-938-0077. Check out the library’s website at 
poblib.org to see all the services available 24/7 from your home or in the library. 
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