POB Library: A Newly Renovated Space for Our Community

As part of our ongoing effort to offer a safe, modern, and welcoming space, the
Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library is excited to share the completion of our
recent renovation. Over the past few weeks, key upgrades and improvements
were made to ensure the long-term safety, comfort, and sustainability of our
facility.

WHAT’S BEEN DONE

We're excited to share the improvements that have transformed your library:

e Energy-efficient LED lighting illuminates both the interior and exterior of
the building, enhancing visibility while reducing energy costs.

o Much of our previous lighting system was original to the building and
had become outdated, inefficient, and costly to maintain. By
transitioning to LED fixtures, we have made a smart investment in
both the safety of our patrons and the long-term sustainability of
the Library. This upgrade reflects our dedication to maintaining a
safe, welcoming, and cost-effective environment for our
community.

¢ A new, high-efficiency boiler has replaced our original unit from the 1960s,
improving heating performance and sustainability.

o Our building’s original boiler was no longer functional and could not
provide the reliable heating needed to keep the Library comfortable
during colder months. The installation of a modern, high-efficiency
boiler marks another major step in cost savings, improving comfort,
safety, and sustainability.

e Additional ADA-compliant study rooms expand access to quiet, functional
spaces for all patrons.

o These spaces are designed with accessibility in mind, ensuring that all
patrons—including those using mobility devices or with other
accessibility needs—can make full use of the Library’s study and work
areas. These additions reflect our ongoing mission to provide
inclusive, flexible, and comfortable spaces for everyone.



¢ Arefreshed Family Center provides a brighter, more engaging experience
for children and families.

o The Library’s Family Center has undergone a much-anticipated
update to make the space even more welcoming and enjoyable for
families of all ages. Working with a team of artists, we reimagined
the Family Center to create an environment that is both inviting and
practical. This project demonstrates our ongoing effort to ensure the
Library remains a warm and engaging place for children, parents, and
caregivers.

e Parking lot restriping and a new outdoor book drop improve safety,
visibility, and accessibility.

o In addition to the book drop replacement, the Library’s parking lot
has been repainted and restriped to enhance organization and
safety. Clear, visible striping, directional arrows, and updated signage
will help with better traffic flow, safer pedestrian movement, and a
more accessible environment for all patrons. We kindly ask all
drivers to follow the posted directional signs and drive in the correct
direction to ensure the safety of everyone using the lot.

¢ A new backup generator ensures reliability during power outages and
continues to serve as a vital community resource.

o For decades, our generator has enabled the Library to serve as a safe
community space during power outages. Families and individuals
have depended on us for light, heat, and connection in times of need.
Unfortunately, the previous generator had reached the end of its
service life and needed replacement.



UPGRADING TO LED LIGHTING

The Library has replaced all indoor and outdoor lighting fixtures with new LED
(Light Emitting Diode) technology.

COST SAVINGS & ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

e Lower Energy Bills: LEDs consume up to 75% less energy than traditional
lighting, leading to significant annual savings.

e Longer Lifespan: With an average lifespan of 10-15 years, LED fixtures
minimize the need for frequent replacements, lowering maintenance costs
and staff time.

e Environmental Responsibility: By using less energy, LEDs greatly lower the
Library’s carbon footprint, supporting our goal to operate sustainably and
responsibly.

BOILER REPLACEMENT

COST SAVINGS & PERFORMANCE

e Reliable Heating: The new boiler provides consistent warmth throughout
the building, ensuring a comfortable environment for both visitors and
staff.

e Energy Efficiency: Modern systems use significantly less energy, lowering
utility costs and reducing our environmental impact.

e Dependability: Replacing the outdated system eliminates the risk of
unexpected breakdowns that once caused uncomfortable conditions for
patrons.

GENERATOR REPLACEMENT

A SAFE SPACE IN EMERGENCIES

WHY THIS MATTERS

e Community Safety: A new generator allows the Library to keep providing
shelter and support during outages.

e Uninterrupted Services: Critical systems—Ilighting, internet, heating, and
security—will stay operational during emergencies.

e Reliability: A modern generator ensures that the Library is ready to serve as
a gathering place whenever the community needs us most.



FAMILY CENTER

WHAT’S CHANGING?

e New flooring: Updated flooring creates a clean, bright, and cozy space for
reading, playing, and learning.

e Artist’s Touch: The refreshed space features a thoughtful layout and warm,
inviting colors to make every visit enjoyable.

e More Welcoming Atmosphere: The updates enhance the sense of
community and connection that the Family Center has always provided.

WHY THIS MATTERS

The Family Center is one of the most cherished parts of our Library. This refresh
ensures it continues to be a safe, engaging, and beautiful space for years to
come. Whether families are here for story time, play, or quiet reading, they will
find an environment that encourages learning, creativity, and togetherness.

ADDITIONAL STUDY ROOMS

Our Library continues to expand to meet the needs of our community. One of the
most common requests we receive is for more study and work spaces. During
busy times, our current rooms often fill up quickly, leaving many patrons without
a quiet place to study. To address this, we have added additional study rooms.

PARKING LOT SAFETY AND OUTDOOR BOOK DROP

Over the years, the existing outdoor book drop had become damaged and less
efficient for daily use. The new design greatly improves accessibility and safety
for both drivers and pedestrians, making it easier and more convenient to return
materials at any time of day.

FUNDING AND ENERGY SAVINGS

This overall project qualifies for funding through the New York State Public
Library Construction Grant Program as well as additional energy-saving rebates.
These programs help reduce costs for local taxpayers while allowing the Library to
invest in long-term sustainability, energy efficiency, and improved public service.



