Library Budget Vote & Election of Library Trustee

Voting Information:
Jamaica Avenue and Mattlin Middle School

Tuesday, May 19, 2026 from 6:00 am to 9:00 pm

Dear District Residents,

The Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library Board of Trustees is pleased to present the proposed
budget for the 2026—2027 fiscal year, reflecting our continued commitment to delivering high-
quality materials, programs, and services that support the educational, informational, cultural,
and recreational needs of our entire community—all within a welcoming, respectful, and
professional environment.

This proposal includes an additional $201,154 in funding and remains well below the New York
State tax levy cap. It is projected to increase the average homeowner’s library tax by
approximately $19.56. The budget preserves strong support for core services, including
reference, adult, teen, and children’s programming, while continuing to invest in valued
offerings such as the Museum Pass Program, Library of Things collection, and homebound
services. With your support, we will also advance energy-efficient improvements to our facility,
expand innovative programming, and further enhance access to the resources our community
depends on.

Our mission to provide exceptional service, diverse materials, and engaging programming in a
comfortable environment remains steadfast. Library usage continues to rise as residents
increasingly turn to the library as both a cost-saving and enriching resource. More than 30,000
residents of the Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library District benefit from access to nearly
375,000 items in a wide range of formats and languages, as well as public computer
workstations with full internet access.

Renovation Information

The Plainview-Old Bethpage Public Library is excited to share the completion of recent
renovations, part of our ongoing commitment to providing a safe, modern, and welcoming
space. Over the past few months, key improvements have enhanced safety, comfort, and
sustainability—creating a better experience for our community.

e Energy-efficient LED lighting illuminates both the interior and exterior of the building,
enhancing visibility while reducing energy costs.

e A new, high-efficiency boiler has replaced our original unit from the 1960s, improving
heating performance and sustainability.

e Additional ADA-compliant study rooms expand access to quiet, functional spaces for all
patrons.



e Arefreshed Family Center provides a brighter, more engaging experience for children
and families.

e Parking lot restriping and a new outdoor book drop improve safety, visibility, and
accessibility.

e A new backup generator ensures reliability during power outages and continues to serve
as a vital community resource.

This project was funded in part by the New York State Public Library Construction Aid Program.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
e Marilyn Leibowitz, Chairperson
e Victor Fischer, Vice-Chairperson
e Stefanie Nelkens
e Rhoda Orenstein
e Michael Polansky

Library Director: Maryann Ferro



Plainview-0ld Bethpage Public Library 2026 — 2027 Proposed Budget

It is important for taxpayers to know that the library budget is separate from the school budget.
This proposed budget is below the New York State tax levy cap limit.

Summary of Receipts

Description Approved Budget Proposed Budget Budget to Budget
2025 - 2026 2026 - 2027 Changes

Property Tax Levy $7,184,079 $7,385,233 Additional $201,154

Charges, Overdue Fees | $5,000 $5,000 No Change

Charges, Other Fees | $6,000 $6,000 No Change

Interest $35,000 $35,000 No Change

Commissions, Copiers | $3,000 $3,000 No Change

Sale of Instructional | $300 $300 No Change

Supplies

Compensation for $2,500 $2,500 No Change

Loss

Gifts and Donations $1,000 $1,000 No Change

Course and Program | $10,000 $10,000 No Change

Fees

Miscellaneous $1,000 $1,000 No Change

Revenues

State Aid LLSA Grant | $9,000 $9,000 No Change

E-Rate Rebate $3,500 $3,500 No Change

Lease Agreement $6,000 SO Less $6,000

EV Stations $6,500 $8,500 Additional $2,000

Transfer from Fund $559,830 $552,792 Less $7,038

Balance

Total $7,832,709 $8,022,825 $190,116




Summary of Expenditures

Description Proposed Budget Proposed Budget Budget to Budget
2025-2026 2026-2027 Changes

Salaries $3,919,000 $4,073,300 Additional $154,300

Equipment $68,000 $58,000 Less $10,000

Library Materials & $606,645 $613,645 Additional $7,000

Programs

Office & Library $38,500 $38,000 Less $500

Supplies

Contractual Expenses | $282,324 $285,675 Additional $3,351

Fuel & Utilities $160,000 $160,500 Additional $S500

Building & Grounds SO SO No Change

Supplies

Building & Grounds $235,000 $245,000 Additional $10,000

(Maintenance)

Insurance $57,000 $60,000 Additional $3,000

NLS Support $31,615 $33,000 Additional $1,385

Employee Benefits S2,434,625 $2,455,705 Additional $21,080

Total $7,832,709 $8,022,825 $190,116




A Year in Review — 2025

Library Statistics:

e Library Visitors — 192,807
e Cardholders — 24,782
e New Cardholders Added in 2025 — 1,655

In-Building Services

e Number of Hours Open — 3,713

e Total Iltems Checked Out — 252,563

e Reference Questions Answered — 32,308
e Reservations for Study Rooms — 6,039

e Sessions on Public Computers — 18,453

e Museum Passes Circulated — 2,758

e Library of Things Check Outs —441

e Seed Packets Distributed — 4,721

e Family Center In-Library Kits — 1,476

Digital Services

e eBooks and Audiobooks Downloaded — 141,794
e Minutes of Video Streamed — 333,540

e \Website Visits — 137, 952

e Wireless Connections — 35,467

e Instructional Online Courses Attended — 4,076

Program Statistics

e Programs Provided — 1,403
e Number of Adult Program Attendance — 26,482
e Number of Children and Teen Attendance — 14,506

Completed Projects

e Refresh in Family Center

e Additional study Rooms

e Energy Efficient Lights and Boiler
e New Outdoor Book Drop

e New Backup Generator



FROM 2025-2026, THE LIBRARY FEATURED:

e Family Center Carnival

e EV charging stations

e AARP Tax-Aide preparation and filing

e Library of Things collection (with new items added)
e BrainFuse HelpNow (online tutors for kindergarten through college)
e Children's board games and sensory kits

e STEM and STEAM programs

e Community service opportunities for teens

e Video games for loan

e Online language learning program

e Homebound services

e Exercise classes

e Concerts and live performances (indoor & outdoor
e Free museum passes

e Seed Library

e Kindles for loan

e Early literacy computer stations for children

e Public fax machines

e Computer stations available for public use

e iPads (in-house use only)

e English language learning workshops

e Digital literacy programs

e Bestsellers Book Club

e Mobile Wi-Fi hotspots

e Book club discussions

e Movies for all ages

e Lectures and creative programs

For more information on our resources, call 516-938-0077.

Check out the library’s website at poblib.org to see all the services available 24/7 from your
home or in the library.

Your continued support will help us maintain our high level of programming for the coming year
and introduce innovative ideas to “Inspire, Create, Dream, & Learn.”
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