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BYLAWS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

     Amended July 21, 2021 

ARTICLE I 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section One - The Board shall consist of five members, residents 

of Plainview-Old Bethpage Central School District elected for five year terms 
by the voters in the Plainview-Old Bethpage School District.  The election 

or appointment of members of the Board of Trustees shall be governed by the 
applicable provisions of the Education Law of the State of New York. 

ARTICLE II 

OFFICERS 

Section One - The officers of the Board of Trustees shall be a 
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

The trustees, at the annual organization meeting, shall elect a 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, who shall be members of the Board of 
Trustees.  The trustees shall appoint a Secretary and a Treasurer who need not 
be a member of the Board. 

The Board may appoint such other officers, agents, and employees 
as it deems necessary, who have such authority, and perform such duties, as 
shall be authorized by the Board. 

Section Two - CHAIRPERSON 

The Chairperson shall be an ex-officio member of all committees 
created by the Board.  The Chairperson shall preside at all Board meetings. 

Section Three - VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

The Vice-Chairperson, in the absence or disability of the 

Chairperson, shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of the 
Chairperson and perform such other duties as the Board of Trustees shall 
authorize. 

Section Four - SECRETARY 

The Secretary shall attend all regular and special meetings of the 
Board of Trustees and shall record the proceedings in a book to be kept for 
that purpose.  The Secretary shall perform such other duties as the Board of 
Trustees shall authorize. 
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Section Five - TREASURER 

The Treasurer shall have the power to execute all checks of the 
Library when so authorized by the Board of Trustees and shall have nominal 
custody of all funds and financial records of the Library. 

ARTICLE III 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD 

Section One - The Board of Trustees is legally empowered to act only 

at a public meeting through a majority of its members. 

Section Two - No Trustee can speak for the Board nor act for the 
Board unless specifically empowered to do so. 

Section Three - The principal functions of the Board are: 

a. to establish policies for the management and operation 
of the Library. 

b. to oversee the management of the Library to insure 
that it is being conducted in a manner consistent 
with applicable laws, regulations, and policies 
established by the Board. 

c. appoint the Library Director and such other employees 
as the Director may recommend in accordance with the 
Civil Service Law. 

ARTICLE IV 

MEETINGS 

Section One - The regular meetings of the Library Board shall 
ordinarily be held at the Library.  A schedule of meeting dates shall be 
adopted at a Library Board meeting early in the calendar year.  The Trustees 
may hold other Board meetings as they deem necessary. 

Section Two - All Board meetings shall be open to the general 
public.  However, the Board may hold Executive Sessions in accordance with 
Section 105 of the Public Officers Law of the State of New York. 

Section Three - Special meetings of the Board may be called by any 
three members of the Board, provided that notice be given to all members and 
the public at least 72 hours in advance of the special meeting unless otherwise 
provided by law. Emergency meetings may be called with less than 72 hours 
notice. 
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Section Four - Notices of all meetings shall be given in 

accordance with Section 104 of the Public Officers Law of the State 
of New York and Section 260-a of the Education Law of the State of 
New York. 

Section Five - A quorum for the transaction of business 
shall consist of three members of the Board present in person. 

Section Six - Proceedings of all meetings shall be 
governed by Roberts Rules of Order. 

Section Seven - The order of business for regular meetings 
shall include, but not be limited to, the following items which shall 
be covered in the sequence shown as far as circumstances permit: 

a. Call to Order 
b. Public Participation 
c. Approval of Minutes 

d. Receipts and Disbursements 
e. Approval of Bills for Payment 
f. Director's Report 
g. Department Reports 
h. Committee Reports 
i. Unfinished Business 
j. New Business 
k. Communications 

The order may be varied by majority vote of the Board at the 

commencement of the meeting. 

Section Eight - Unless otherwise agreed to by majority vote 

of the Board of Trustees prior to any discussion held during executive 
session, conducted pursuant to law any and all statements, exchanges of 
information or other expressions of ideas between members of the Board 
of Trustees and/or between members of the Board of Trustees and guests 
present during executive session shall be treated as privileged and 
confidential. 

ARTICLE V 

COMMITTEES 

Section One - The Board may appoint special committees of one 
or more members for such specific purposes as the functions of the Board 

may require from time to time.  The committee shall be discharged upon 
the completion of the purpose of which it was appointed and after the final 
report is made to the Board. 
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Section Two - The Board has the power to create or dissolve standing 

committees and to increase or decrease the duties of each committee.  The Board 

shall supervise the functions of each committee. 

Section Three - All committees shall make a progress report at each 
Board meeting. 

Section Four - No committee shall have other than advisory powers 
unless, by suitable action of the Board, it is granted specific power to act. 

ARTICLE VI 

AMENDMENTS 

Section One - These bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Board 
when a quorum is present, by unanimous vote of the members present, and provided 
the text of the amendment has been placed on the agenda for the meeting, and 

delivered to each Trustee at least three business days prior to the meeting. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees June 2, 1994 

ARTICLE VI 
AMENDMENTS 

Section Two - In the event that neither the Board Chairperson nor the 
Vice Chair are available to preside at a Board meeting at which a quorum will 
nevertheless be present, the Board member most senior in length of service shall 
be the temporary Chair. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees August 18, 2010 


