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J CHANCEY OF THE MAURY RIVER 

Ama Amateau, Gigi 

 

 After being abandoned, Chancey, an albino Appaloosa horse, finds a 

new home with Claire who needs him as much as he needs her, but as 

his eyesight deteriorates, he and Claire start anew as a 

therapeutic team. 

 

 

J DARTH PAPER STRIKES BACK 

Ang Angleberger,Tom 

 

 After several Origami Yoda-related incidences, Dwight is suspended 

for being a troublemaker and Yoda asks Tommy and Kellen to save 

Dwight by creating a case file that proves Dwight is an asset to 

Ralph McQuarrie Middle School. 

 

 

J THE GOOD DOG 

Avi Avi 

 

 McKinley, a malamute, is torn between the domestic world of his 

human family and the wild world of Lupin, a wolf that is trying to 

recruit dogs to replenish the dwindling wolf pack. 

 

 

J POPPY 

Avi Avi 

 

 Poppy the deer mouse urges her family to move next to a field of 

corn big enough to feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a 

terrifying owl, has other ideas. 

 

 Series POPPY Book 1 

 

 

J POPPY AND RYE 

Avi Avi 

 

 When their home next to a brook is destroyed by beavers, a large 

family of golden mice is aided by Poppy the deer mouse and her 

grumpy porcupine friend, who in the process forges a relationship 

with the son he had abandoned. 

 

 Series POPPY Book 2 

 

 

J POPPY’S RETURN 

Avi Avi 

 

 Poppy, accompanied by her troublesome son Junior, his skunk friend, 

and Uncle Ereth the porcupine, responds to a summons to return to 

her ancestral home, Gray House, to save the mice there from 

destruction by a bulldozer. 
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 Series POPPY Book 3 

 

J ROMEO AND JULIET TOGETHER (AND ALIVE!) AT LAST 

Avi Avi 

 

 The eighth grade's plan to get two reluctant "lovers" together by 

means of a classroom production of Shakespeare's play has some very 

unexpected results. 

 

 

J KNEE KNOCK RISE 

Bab Babbitt, Natalie 

 

 Everyone else in the village is afraid of the creature who 

supposedly dwells at the top of Kneeknock Rise but young Egan 

investigates for himself. 

 

 

J ON MY HONOR 

Bau Bauer, Marion Dane 

 

 Weighed down by guilt, Joel searches for the courage to tell the 

truth about the disappearance--and apparent drowning--of his best 

friend Tony while the boys are playing near the treacherous, and 

forbidden, Vermillion River. 

 

 

J THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 

Bel Bellairs, John 

 

 A boy goes to live with his magician uncle in a mansion that has a 

clock hidden in the walls which is ticking off the minutes until 

doomsday. 

 

 

J THE FIGURE IN THE SHADOWS 

Bel Bellairs, John 

 

 A painfully overweight sixth grade boy receives a magic amulet 

which brings him luck, but also terrifying side effects. 

 

 Sequel to THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 

 

 

J WHAT HEARTS 

Bro Brooks, Bruce 

 

 After his mother divorces his father and remarries, Asa's sharp 

intellect and capacity for forgiveness help him deal with the 

instabilities of his new world. 
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J CHILDREN OF THE LONGHOUSE 

Bru Bruchac, Joseph 

 

 Eleven-year-old Ohkwa'ri and his twin sister must make peace with a 

hostile gang of older boys in their Mohawk village during the late 

1400s. 

 

 

J EAGLE SONG 

Bru Bruchac, Joseph 

 

 After moving from a Mohawk reservation to Brooklyn, New York, 

eight-year-old Danny Bigtree encounters stereotypes about his 

Native American heritage. 

 

 

J THE SECRET GARDEN 

Bur Burnett, Frances Hodgson 

 

 An abridged adaptation of the classic story of the ten-year-old 

orphan who goes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors, 

where she discovers an invalid cousin and the mysteries of a locked 

garden. 

 

 

J THE CARTOONIST 

Bya Byars, Betsy 

 

 Threatened with the loss of his private place in the attic of his 

crowded home, a young boy determines to keep it at all costs. 

 

 

J THE PINBALLS 

Bya Byars, Betsy 

 

 Three lonely foster children learn to care about themselves and 

each other. 

 

 

J TROUBLE RIVER 

Bya Byars, Betsy 

 

 When he builds his raft, a twelve-year-old boy never dreams that it 

will serve as the sole means of escape for himself and his 

grandmother when hostile Indians threaten their prairie cabin. 

 

 

J DIRT BIKE RACER 

Chr Christopher, Matt 

 

 Twelve-year-old Ron Baker finds a minibike while scuba diving and, 

with the help of a former motorcycle rider and racer, restores the 

bike and enters competition. 
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J THE HOCKEY MACHINE 

Chr Christopher, Matt 

 

 Abducted by a "fan" and forced to become a member of a professional 

junior hockey team, thirteen-year-old star center, Steve Crandall 

quickly realizes that he must play not only to win but to survive. 

 

 

J LONG-ARM QUARTERBACK 

Chr Christopher, Matt 

 

 Twelve-year-old Cap Wadell wants to play on a "real" football team, 

but his middle school in a small Texas town does not have enough 

players--until his grandfather revives interest in the game of six-

man football. 

 

J SOCCER HALFBACK 

Chr Christopher, Matt 

 

 A young boy is pressured by his family to abandon his promising 

soccer career for football. 

 

 

J SNOWBOARD MAVERICK 

Chr Christopher, Matt 

 

 Having just begun to learn how to snowboard, thirteen-year-old 

Dennis faces a frightening challenge when he allows a bully to 

shame him into racing on a difficult slope. 

 

 

J FEAR ITSELF 

Cle Clements, Andrew 

 

 As the new Keepers of the School, sixth-graders Ben and Jill must 

decipher a handful of clues written as maritime riddles to save 

their school from demolition by a greedy company. 

 

 

J THE JANITOR’S BOY 

Cle Clements, Andrew 

 

 Fifth grader Jack finds himself the target of ridicule at school 

when it becomes known that his father is one of the janitors, and 

he turns his anger onto his father. 
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J WE THE CHILDREN 

Cle Clements, Andrew 

 

 Sixth-grader Ben Pratt's life is full of changes that he does not 

like--his parents' separation and the plan to demolish his seaside 

school to build an amusement park--but when the school janitor 

gives him a tarnished coin with some old engravings and then dies, 

Ben is drawn into an effort to keep the school from being 

destroyed. 

 

 

J THE CAT WHO WENT TO HEAVEN 

Coa Coatsworth, Elizabeth 

 

 A little cat comes to the home of a poor Japanese artist and, by 

humility and devotion, brings him good fortune. 

 

 

J SAHARA SPECIAL 

Cod Codell, Esme Raji 

 

 Struggling with school and her feelings since her father left, 

Sahara gets a fresh start with a new and unique teacher who 

supports her writing talents and the individuality of each of her 

classmates. 

 

 

J THE SOMEWHAT TRUE ADVENTURES OF SAMMY SHINE 

Col Cole, Henry 

 

 A tale inspired by a childhood experience follows the adventures of 

a small animal who is unexpectedly transported from his comfortable 

shoebox into the woods, where a mouse, an injured crow, a newt and 

a shrew help safeguard him from a new enemy while finding his way 

back home. 

 

 

J SOFT RAIN: A STORY OF THE CHEROKEE TRAIL OF TEARS 

Cor Corneissen, Cornelia 

 

 Soft Rain, a nine-year-old Cherokee girl, is forced to relocate, 

along with her family, from North Carolina to the West. 

 

 

J I WAS A SIXTH GRADE ALIEN 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 When aliens come to Earth on an interplanetary trade mission, 

sixth-grader Tim makes friends with the ambassador's son and 

together they uncover a plot to sabotage the mission. 
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J JULIET DOVE, QUEEN OF LOVE 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 A shy twelve-year-old girl must solve a puzzle involving characters 

from Greek mythology to free herself from a spell which makes her 

irresistible to boys. 

 

 

J THE MONSTERS OF MORLEY MANOR 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 Anthony and his younger sister discover that the monster figures he 

got in an unusual box at an estate sale are alive, but they have no 

way of knowing that the "monsters" will lead them on fantastical 

adventures to. 

 

 

J MY TEACHER FLUNKED THE PLANET 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 Peter, a typical seventh-grader, finds himself touring the planet 

with his friends Susan and Duncan, and with three aliens in 

disguise. Their mission is to file a report that will report the 

Earth's future in the universe. 

 

 

J MY TEACHER FRIED MY BRAINS 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 Seventh-grader Duncan must find out which of the four new teachers 

in his school is an alien before his brains get fried to a pulp. 

 

 

J MY TEACHER IS AN ALIEN 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 Susan Simmons can tell that her new substitute teacher is really 

weird. But she doesn't know how weird until she catches him peeling 

off his face and realizes "Mr. Smith" is really an alien. 

 

 

J MY TEACHER GLOWS IN THE DARK 

Cov Coville, Bruce 

 

 Before Peter discovers his newest teacher glows in the dark, he is 

flying away from Earth in a spaceship full of aliens. 

 

 

J GRANNY TORRELLI MAKES SOUP 

Cre Creech, Sharon 

 

 With the help of her wise old grandmother, twelve-year-old Rosie 

manages to work out some problems in her relationship with her best 

friend, Bailey, the boy next door. 
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J MATILDA 

Dah Dahl, Roald 

 

 Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of the 

evil, child-hating headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, and restore her 

nice teacher, Miss Honey, to financial security. 

 

 

J THE TWITS 

Dah Dahl, Roald 

 

 The misadventures of two terrible old people who enjoy playing 

nasty tricks and are finally outwitted by a family of monkeys. 

 

 

J THE LEMONADE CRIME 

Dav Davis, Jacqueline 

 

 When money disappears from fourth-grader Evan's pocket and everyone 

thinks that his annoying classmate Scott stole it, Evan's younger 

sister stages a trial involving the entire class, trying to prove 

what happened. 

 

 Series LEMONADE WAR Book 2 

 

 

J THE LEMONADE WAR 

Dav Davis, Jacqueline 

 

 Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news 

that they will be in the same class for fourth grade and as the end of 

summer approaches, they battle it out through lemonade stands, each trying 

to be the first to earn 100 dollars. Includes mathematical calculations 

and tips for running a successful lemonade stand. 

 

 Series LEMONADE WAR Book 1 

 

 

J THE BITE OF THE GOLD BUG: A STORY OF THE ALASKAN GOLD RUSH  

DeC DeClements, Barthe 

 

 Bucky and his father, prospecting for gold in Alaska in 1898, must 

overcome storms, dangerous mountain trails, and wilderness 

predators before confronting the final challenge of human 

treachery. 

 

 

J 6TH GRADE CAN REALLY KILL YOU  

DeC DeClements, Barthe 

 

 Helen fears that lack of improvement in her reading may leave her 

stuck in the sixth grade forever, until a good teacher recognizes 

her reading problem. 
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J MORNING GIRL  

Dor Dorris, Michael 

 

 Morning Girl, who loves the day, and her younger brother Star Boy, 

who loves the night, take turns describing their life on an island 

in pre-Columbian America; in Morning Girl's last narrative, she 

witnesses the arrival of the first Europeans to her world. 

 

 

J WHERE I’D LIKE TO BE  

Dow Dowell, Frances O’Roark 

 

 A group of foster children build a home of their own. 

 

 

J OUT OF MY MIND  

Dra Draper, Sharon M. 

 

 Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient 

fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device 

that will allow her to speak for the first time. 

 

 

J LUNCHBOX AND THE ALIENS 

Fie Fields, Bryan W. 

 

 Lunchbox is an ordinary basset hound until he is abducted by 

aliens, zapped by a mental enhancer, and sent back to convert 

Earth's garbage into food--a task that would be easier if he had 

opposable thumbs, or at least tentacles. 

 

 

J FLYING SOLO  

Fle Fletcher, Ralph 

 

 Rachel, having chosen to be mute following the sudden death of a 

classmate, shares responsibility with the other sixth-graders who 

decide not to report that the substitute teacher failed to show up. 

 

 

J ONE-EYED CAT: A NOVEL  

Fox Fox, Paula 

 

 An eleven-year-old shoots a stray cat with his new air rifle, 

subsequently suffers from guilt, and eventually assumes 

responsibility for it. 

 

 

J LILY’S CROSSING  

Gif Giff, Patricia Reilly 

 

 Her childhood interrupted by the Second World War, young Lily 

worries about her father while she is left in the care of her bossy 

grandmother, and the only other young person around is Albert, a 

war refugee from Hungary. 
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J THIRTEEN WAYS TO SINK A SUB  

Gil Gilson, Jamie 

 

 The boys and girls in the fourth grade devise a contest to "sink 

their substitute teacher by making her cry. 

 

 

J RED MEANS GOOD FORTUNE: A STORY OF DAN FRANCISCO CHINATOWN 

Gol Goldin, Barbara Diamond 

 

 Twelve-year-old Jin Mun, working for his father's laundry in San 

Francisco Chinatown, is shocked to discover that one of his 

neighbors is a slave girl, forbidden to leave her house. 

 

 

J THE ONTS  

Gre Greenburg, Dan  

 

 Ten-year-old orphan twins Wally and Cheyenne Shluffmuffins have a 

hard time at Cincinnati's Jolly Days orphanage, but things get much 

worse when the Mandible sisters offer to share their home in the 

Dripping Fang Forest. 

 

 Series SECRETS OF DRIPPING FANG Book 1 

 

 

J THE DAY IT RAINED FOREVER: A STORY OF THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD  

Gro Gross, Virginia T. 

 

 When a cheaply constructed dam above Johnstown bursts under the 

onslaught of torrential rains, Christina and her family struggle to 

escape the floodwater which bears down upon their town. 

 

 

J THE MILLION DOLLAR PUTT  

Gut Gutman, Dan 

 

 Assisted by his neighbor, Birdie, blind thirteen-year-old Ed 

"Bogie" Bogard will win one million dollars if he can sink a ten-

foot putt in Hawaii's fifth annual Angus Killick Memorial 

Tournament. 

 

 

J THE MILLION DOLLAR SHOT  

Gut Gutman, Dan 

 

 Eleven-year-old Eddie gets a chance to win a million dollars by 

sinking a foul shot at the National Basketball Association finals. 
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J A TASTE FOR RED  

Har Harris, Lewis 

 

 When some of her classmates disappear, sixth-grader Svetlana, along 

with her new friends go in search of the missing students using her 

newfound ability as an Olfactive, one who has heightened smell, 

hearing, and the ability to detect vampires. 

 

 

J LETTERS FROM RIFKA  

Hes Hesse, Karen 

 

 In letters to her cousin, a young Jewish girl chronicles her 

family's flight from Russia in 1919 and her own experiences when 

she must be left in Belgium for a while when the others immigrate 

to America. 

 

 

J FARAWAY SUMMER  

Hur Hurwitz, Johanna 

 

 In the summer of 1910, Dossi, a poor Russian immigrant from the 

tenements of New York, spends two weeks with the Meade family on 

their Vermont farm, and all their lives are enriched by the 

experience. 

 

 

J WHICH WITCH?  

Ibb Ibbotson, Eva 

 

 Deciding that he must sire a child to carry on his tradition of 

Loathing Light and Blighting the Beautiful, the Great Wizard 

Arriman announces a competition among the witches of Todcaster, one 

of whom will marry him. 

 

 

J SMOKY, THE COWHORSE  

Jam James, Will 

 

 The experiences of a mouse-colored horse from his birth in the 

wild, through his capture by humans and his work in the rodeo and 

on the range, to his eventual old age. 

 

 

J SPY CAT  

Keh Kehret, Peg 

 

 A series of burglaries in their quiet community upsets Alex's 

family, particularly his younger brother Benjie, but the bad guys 

are no match for the very protective family cat and Benjie's "spy" 

skills. 
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J MELONHEAD  

Kel Kelly, Katy 

 

 In the Washington, D.C. neighborhood of Capitol Hill, Lucy Rose's 

friend Adam "Melonhead" Melon, a budding inventor with a knack for 

getting into trouble, enters a science contest that challenges 

students to recycle an older invention into a new invention. 

 

 Series MELONHEAD Book 1 

 

 

J MELONHEAD AND THE WE-FIX-IT COMPANY 

Kel Kelly, Katy 

 

 In the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Washington, D.C., eleven-year-

old Adam "Melonhead" Melon and his best friend Sam try to stay out 

of trouble for a whole month to earn a fabulous reward. 

 

 Series MELONHEAD Book 5 

 

 

J EMILY WINDSNAP AND THE CASTLE IN THE MIST 

Kes Kessler, Liz 

 

 When she incurs Neptune's wrath by finding a diamond ring buried 

under rocks in the ocean, Emily is put under a curse that will 

force her to choose to be either a mermaid or a human and split up 

her parents forever. 

 

 Series EMILY WINDSNAP Book 3 

 

 

J EMILY WINDSNAP AND THE MONSTER FROM THE DEEP 

Kes Kessler, Liz 

 

 Reunited with her merman father and now living on an island located 

in the Bermuda Triangle, twelve-year-old Emily accidentally awakens 

the fearsome kraken and also faces a bully from her past. 

 

 Series EMILY WINDSNAP Book 2 

 

 

J EMILY WINDSNAP AND THE SIREN’S SECRET 

Kes Kessler, Liz 

 

 When Neptune tells Emily and her merman father and human mother to 

return to Brightport to try to make merpeople and humans work more 

closely together, Emily faces problems with old enemies, her new, 

half-merfolk friend Aaron, and a mystery related to a group of 

legendary lost sirens. 

 

 Series EMILY WINDSNAP Book 4 
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J FROM THE MIXED-UP FILES OF MRS. BASIL E. FRANKWELLER 

Kon Konigsburg, E. L. 

 

 Having run away with her younger brother to live in the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep 

things in order in their new home and to become a changed person 

and a heroine to herself. 

 

 

J AFTERNOON OF THE ELVES 

Lis Lisle, Janet Taylor 

 

 As Hillary works in the miniature village, allegedly built by 

elves, in Sara-Kate's backyard, she becomes more and more curious 

about Sara-Kate's real life inside her big, gloomy house with her 

mysterious, silent mother. 

 

 

J SAFE AT HOME: A COMEBACK KIDS NOVEL 

Lup Lupica, Mike 

 

 Playing baseball was the one thing that made twelve-year-old Nick 

Crandall feel at home until he found acceptance with adoptive 

parents, but he faces a new struggle to fit in when he becomes the 

first seventh-grader ever to make the varsity baseball team. 

 

 Series COMEBACK KIDS Book 3 

 

 

J TWO-MINUTE DRILL 

Lup Lupica, Mike 

 

 Brainy Scott, a great kicker who otherwise struggles with football, 

and star quarterback Chris, who has dyslexia, team up to help each 

other succeed in both football and school. 

 

 Series COMEBACK KIDS Book 1 

 

 

J AFTER ALL, YOU’RE CALLIE BOONE 

Mac Mack, Winnie 

 

 Runaway ferrets, former BFF drama-trauma, and one gigantic (and 

very, very public) belly flop. No doubt about it, Callie Boone's 

summer is crummy. The only things keeping her afloat are dive 

practice with her dad and a top-secret Olympic dream. Then a boy 

named Hoot-who is not her boyfriend!-moves in next door and turns 

her world upside down and right-side up. 
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J EDWARD’S EYES 

Mac MacLachlan, Patricia 

 

 Edward is one of a large and close family that loves baseball, 

music, books, and each other, and when he unexpectedly dies and his 

parents donate his organs, his wonderful eyes go to a perfect 

recipient. 

 

 

J A DOG’S LIFE: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A STRAY 

Mar Martin, Ann M. 

 

 Squirrel, a stray puppy, tells her life story, from her nurturing 

mother and brother to making her own way in the world, facing busy 

highways, changing seasons, and humans both gentle and brutal. 

 

 

J THE DOLL PEOPLE 

Mar Martin, Ann M. 

 

 A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for 

one hundred years is taken aback when a new family of plastic dolls 

arrives and doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor. 

 

 

J THE TROUBLE WITH ANTS 

Mil Mills, Claudia 

 

 Science-obsessed fourth grader Nora wants to be like her scientist 

family and publish a professional research paper on her favorite 

subject: her ant farm! 

 

 

J THE BOY WHO SPOKE DOG 

Mor Morgan, Clay 

 

 After being marooned on an island near New Zealand, Jack, an 

orphaned cabin boy from San Francisco, becomes allied with a group 

of dogs who protect the local sheep from wild dogs. 

 

 

J ME, MOP, AND THE MOONDANCE KID 

Mye Myers, Walter Dean 

 

 Although adoption has taken them out of the New Jersey institution 

where they grew up, eleven-year-old T.J. and his younger brother 

Moondance remain involved with their friend Mop's relentless 

attempts to become adopted herself and to wreak revenge on their 

baseball rivals the obnoxious Eagles. 
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J BOYS AGAINST GIRLS 

Nay Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds 

 

 The Hatford brothers cannot imagine spending Thanksgiving dinner 

with the Malloy sisters as the practical jokes and rivalries 

between the two families continue. 

 

 Series HARFORDS AND MALLOYS Book 3 

 

 

J THE BORROWERS 

Nor Norton, Mary 

 

 Miniature people who live in an old country house by borrowing 

things from the humans are forced to emigrate from their home under 

the clock. 

 

 Series THE BORROWERS Book 1 

 

 

J THE BORROWERS AFIELD 

Nor Norton, Mary 

 

 The further adventures of the family of miniature people who, after 

losing their home under the kitchen floor of an old English house, 

are forced to move out to the fields. 

 

 Series THE BORROWERS Book 2 

 

 

J THE BORROWERS AFLOAT 

Nor Norton, Mary 

 

 The Borrowers, a family of miniature people, journey down a drain, 

live briefly in a teakettle, and are swept away in a flood before 

finding a new home. 

 

 Series THE BORROWERS Book 3 

 

 

J THE BORROWERS ALOFT: WITH THE SHORT TALE, POOR STAINLESS 

Nor Norton, Mary 

 

 Two stories about a family of tiny people called the Borrowers, in 

which the family is kidnapped, and the youngest boy is discovered 

missing. 

 

 Series THE BORROWERS Books 4 & 5 
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J THE BORROWERS AVENGED 

Nor Norton, Mary 

 

 Escaping from an attic where they had been held captive over the 

long, dark winter, a family of tiny people sets up house in an old 

rectory. 

 

 Series THE BORROWERS Book 6 

 

 

J THE KITE FIGHTERS 

Par Park, Linda Sue 

 

 In Korea in 1473, eleven-year-old Young-sup overcomes his rivalry 

with his older brother Kee-sup, who as the first-born son receives 

special treatment from their father, and combines his kite-flying 

skill with Kee-sup's kite-making skill in an attempt to win the New 

Year kite-fighting competition. 

 

 

J THE GREAT GILLY HOPKINS 

Pat Paterson, Ketherine 

 

 An eleven-year-old foster child tries to cope with her longings and 

fears as she schemes against everyone who tries to be friendly. 

 

 

J THE VOYAGE OF THE FROG 

Pau Paulsen, Gary 

 

 When David goes out on his sailboat to scatter his recently 

deceased uncle's ashes to the wind, he is caught in a fierce storm 

and must survive many days on his own as he works out his feelings 

about life and his uncle. 

 

 

J THE  MOUSE WITH THE QUESTION MARK TAIL 

Pec Peck, Richard 

 

 A very small mouse of unknown origins runs away from school in the 

Royal Mews of Buckingham Palace shortly before the celebration of 

Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee, celebrating her sixty years on 

the British throne. 

 

 

J ACES WILD 

Per Perl, Erica S. 

 

 Eleven-year-old Zelly Fried's parents will not allow her to have a 

slumber party until she teaches her mischievous puppy, Ace, to 

behave, but with Grandpa Ace around nothing is ever simple. 
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J THE YOUNG MAN AND THE SEA 

Phi Philbrick, Rodman 

 

 After his mother's death, twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman decides that 

it is up to him to earn money to take care of himself and his 

father, so he undertakes a dangerous trip alone out on the ocean 

off the coast of Maine to try to catch a hugh bluefin tuna. 

 

 

J THE BRILLIANT WORLD OF TOM GATES 

Pic Pichon, L. 

 

 Irritating his teachers with his lack of focus and creative 

excuses, Tom Gates spends his time drawing pictures and writing 

down observations about everything from his grumpy sister and 

annoying classmate to an unsatisfying camping trip. 

 

 

J THOMAS 

Pry Pryor, Bonnie 

 

 In the early years of the Revolutionary War, eleven-year-old Thomas 

and his family escape a bloody massacre at Wyoming Valley and 

endure innumerable hardships as they try to make their way to 

Philadelphia. 

 

 

J CYBERPALS ACCORDING TO KALEY 

Reg Regan, Dian Curtis 

 

 Kaley Bluster is back! This time she's struggling with a Language Arts 

assignment to correspond via email with overseas "cyberpals" and looking 

for a nickname. As usual, the assignments provide entertainment for Mr. 

Serrano as he grades them. 

 

 Series KALEY Book #2 

 

 

J THE WORLD ACCORDING TO KALEY 

Reg Regan, Dian Curtis 

 

 Kaley Bluster has her own view of the world history she reads for 

her 4th grade essay writing assignments. Her teacher, Mr. Serrano, 

tries to get her to write essays, but they always turn out to be 

creative commentaries on Kaley's life and her own interpretations 

of history in light of her modern world. 

 

 Series KALEY Book #1 
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J SIDEWAYS ARITHMETIC FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL 

Sac Sachar, Louis 

 

 Join Mrs. Jewls's class and try solving over fifty math puzzles and 

brainteasers. 

 

 Series WAYSIDE SCHOOL Book 4 

 

 

J SIXTH GRADE SECRETS 

Sac Sachar, Louis 

 

 When Laura Sibbie starts a club called Pig City, she incites a 

near-war among her sixth-grade classmates and generates the 

creation of a rival club that has designs on Pig City's precious 

box of secrets. 

 

 

J 4 KIDS IN 5-E & 1 CRAZY YEAR 

Sch Schwartz, Virginia Frances 

 

 Family, school, and life in general are seen through the writings 

of four fifth graders who have been taken out of an overcrowded New 

York City classroom and placed with a teacher who shows them how to 

write and how to believe in themselves. 

 

 

J CHESTER CRICKET’S NEW HOME 

Sel Selden, George 

 

 When two rather stout ladies sit on Chester Cricket's home in the 

Old Meadow, the worm-eaten stump collapses and Chester, aided by 

his friends, is forced to look for a new home. 

 

 Series CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE Book 4 

 

 

J THE CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE 

Sel Selden, George 

 

 The adventures of a country cricket who unintentionally arrives in 

New York and is befriended by Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. 

 

 Series CRICKET IN TIMES SQUARE Book 1 

 

 

J FORTUNE’S MAGIC FARM 

Sel Selfors, Suzanne 

 

 Rescued from a rainy, boggy town where she works in a dismal 

factory, ten-year-old orphan Isabelle learns that she is the last 

surviving member of a family that tends the world's only remaining 

magic-producing farm. 

 

 Series THE IMAGINARY VETERINARY Book 2 
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J THE LONELY LAKE MONSTER 

Sel Selfors, Suzanne 

 

 Ten-year-olds Pearl and Ben find excitement in the small town of 

Buttonville as they encounter otherworldly animals, including a 

lake monster, during their first official day as apprentices to Dr. 

Woo, a veterinarian for Imaginary Creatures. 

 

 Series THE IMAGINARY VETERINARY Book 2 

 

 

J SMELLS LIKE TREASURE 

Sel Selfors, Suzanne 

 

 Farm boy Homer faces another challenger for his uncle's spot in the 

society of Legends, Objects, Secrets, and Treasures but Dog's 

hidden ability to smell treasure guides the duo as clues lead them 

to fantastic mansions and hidden islands. 

 

 Series THE IMAGINARY VETERINARY Book 2 

 

 

J RUMP: THE TRUE STORY OF RUMPELSTILTSKIN 

Shu Shurtliff, Liesl 

 

 Relates the tale of Rumpelstiltskin's childhood and youth, 

explaining why his name is so important, how he is able to spin 

straw into gold, and why a first-born child is his reward for 

helping the miller's daughter-turned-queen. 

 

 

J A TASTE OF BLACKBERRIES 

Smi Smith, Doris Buchanan 

 

 A young boy recounts his efforts to adjust to the accidental death 

of his friend. 

 

 

J DODGER FOR PRESIDENT 

Son Sonnenblick, Jordan 

 

 When Dodger, the big blue chimpanzee genie, magically portrays 

fifth-grader Willie one day at school, Willie finds himself running 

for student council president. 

 

 

J NINJA TIMMY 

Tam Tamm, Henrik 

 

 In the city of Elyzandrium, an intrepid cat and his animal friends 

meet an inventor of magical toys, investigate the case of the 

stolen laughter, and ultimately become a successful crime fighting 

gang of ninjas. 
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J THE GOLD CADILLAC 

Tay Taylor, Mildred D. 

 

 Two Black girls living in the North are proud of their family's 

beautiful new Cadillac until they take it on a visit to the South 

and encounter racial prejudice for the first time. 

 

 

J MISSISSIPPI BRIDGE 

Tay Taylor, Mildred D. 

 

 During a heavy rainstorm in 1930s rural Mississippi, a ten-year-old 

white boy sees a bus driver order all the black passengers off a 

crowded bus to make room for late-arriving white passengers and 

then set off across the raging Rosa Lee River. 

 

 

J CLOVER TWIG AND THE MAGICAL COTTAGE 

Uma Umansky, Kaye 

 

 Capable and hardworking ten-year-old Clover Twig takes a job as 

housekeeper for a messy witch, Demelza, but while Demelza is away 

Clover and an accident-prone neighbor boy must defend the weird 

cottage from the witch's evil sister. 

 

 Series CLOVER TWIG Book 1 

 

 

J CLOVER TWIG AND THE PERILOUS PATH 

Uma Umansky, Kaye 

 

 Clover Twig has been warned about The Perilous Path, but when her 

baby brother goes missing she and her friend Wilf must travel that 

tricky trail to rescue him from the clutches of Mesmeranza, the 

evil sister of Clover's employer, Mrs. Eckles. 

 

 Series CLOVER TWIG Book 2 

 

 

J PRESIDENT OF THE WHOLE FIFTH GRADE 

Win Winston, Sherri 

 

 To gain leadership skills needed to run a cupcake-baking empire 

when she grows up, Brianna runs for president of the fifth grade--

expecting little competition--until a new girl enters the race. 

 

 

J THE ORPHAN OF ELLIS ISLAND: A TIME-TRAVEL ADVENTURE 

Woo Woodrugg, Elvira 

 

 During a school trip to Ellis Island, Dominick Avaro, a ten-year-

old foster child, travels back in time to 1908 Italy and 

accompanies two young emigrants to America. 
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J A DRAGON’S GUIDE TO THE CARE AND FEEDING OF HUMANS 

Yep Yep, Laurence 

 

 Crusty dragon Miss Drake's new pet human, precocious ten-year-old 

Winnie, not only thinks Miss Drake is her pet, she accidentally 

brings to life her "sketchlings" of mysterious and fantastic 

creatures hidden in San Francisco, causing mayhem among its 

residents. 

 

 

J THE STAR FISHER 

Yep Yep, Laurence 

 

 Fifteen-year-old Joan Lee and her family find the adjustment hard 

when they move from Ohio to West Virginia in the 1920s. 

 

 

 


