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J STEAL AWAY 

Arm Armstrong, Jennifer 

 

 In 1855 two thirteen-year-old girls, one white and one black, run 

away from a southern farm and make the difficult journey north to 

freedom, living to recount their story forty-one years later to two 

similar young girls. 

 

 

J SOPHIA’S WAR: A TALE OF THE REVOLUTION 

Avi Avi 

 

 In 1776, after witnessing the execution of Nathan Hale in New York 

City, newly occupied by the British army, young Sophia Calderwood 

resolves to do all she can to help the American cause, including 

becoming a spy. 

 

 

J THE WITCH’S BOY 

Bar Barnhill, Kelly 

 

 When a Bandit King comes to take the magic that Ned's mother, a 

witch, is meant to protect, the stuttering, weak boy villagers 

think should have drowned rather than his twin summons the strength 

to protect his family and community, while in the woods, the 

bandit's daughter puzzles over a mystery that ties her to Ne. 

 

 

J JULIA AND THE ART OF PRACTICAL TRAVEL 

Blu Blume, M. M. 

 

 In 1968, eleven-year-old Julia and her Aunt Constance are forced to 

sell their family home, Windy Ridge, in New York's Hudson Valley 

and embark on a cross-country automobile trip in search of Julia's 

mother, bringing only three travel trunks and some "practical 

travel things." 

 

 

J THE HALLOWEEN TREE 

Bra Bradbury, Ray 

 

 A group of children and a "spirit" go back through time to discover 

the beginnings of Halloween. 

 

 

J MR. TERUPT FALLS AGAIN 

Buy Buyea, rob 

 

 Several students relate their experiences helping Mr. Terupt move 

the old classroom to the sixth grade annex during the summer 

vacation. 
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J KING OF SHADOWS 

Coo Cooper, Susan  

 

 While in London as part of an all-boy acting company preparing to 

perform in a replica of the famous Globe Theatre, Nat Field 

suddenly finds himself transported back to 1599 and performing in 

the original theater under the tutelage of Shakespeare himself. 

 

 

J THE BREADWINNER 

Ell Ellis, Deborah  

 

 Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, impose strict 

limitations on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-year-old 

Parvana must disguise herself as a boy so that her family can 

survive after her father's arrest. 

 

 

J THE PLANET OF JUNIOR BROWN 

Ham Hamilton, Virginia  

 

 Already a leader in New York's underground world of homeless 

children, Buddy Clark takes on the responsibility of protecting the 

overweight, emotionally disturbed friend with whom he has been 

playing hooky from eighth grade all semester. 

 

 

J WITNESS 

Hes Hesse, Karen  

 

 A series of poems express the views of various people in a small 

Vermont town, including a young black girl and a young Jewish girl, 

during the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to 

infiltrate the town. 

 

 

J THE TRUMPETER OF KRAKOW 

Kel Kelly, Eric P.  

 

 A Polish family in the Middle Ages guards a great secret treasure 

and a boy's memory of an earlier trumpeter of Krakow makes it 

possible for him to save his father. 

 

 

J … AND NOW MIGUEL 

Kru Krumgold, Joseph  

 

 A young New Mexican boy believes that most of his problems and 

aspirations arise from his being the middle child in his family of 

sheepherders. 
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J LORD OF THE NUTCRACKER MEN 

Law Lawrence, Iain  

 

 An English boy during World War I comes to believe that the battles 

he enacts with his toy soldiers control the war his father is 

fighting on the front. 

 

 

J DANIEL’S STORY 

Mat Matas, Carol  

 

 Daniel, whose family suffers as the Nazis rise to power in Germany, 

describes his imprisonment in a concentration camp and his eventual 

liberation. 

 

 

J AFTER THE RAIN 

Maz Mazer, Norma Fox  

 

 After discovering her grandfather is dying, fifteen-year-old Rachel 

gets to know him better than ever before and finds the experience 

bittersweet. 

 

 

J ALICE THE BRAVE 

Nay Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  

 

 The summer before eighth grade, Alice tries to confront her fears, 

not the least of which is a fear of deep water. 

 

 Series ALICE Book 7 

 

 

J ALL BUT ALICE  

Nay Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  

 

 Seventh grader Alice decides that the only way to stave off 

personal and social disasters is to be part of the crowd, 

especially the "in" crowd, no matter how boring and, potentially, 

difficult. 

 

 Series ALICE Book 4 

 

 

J THE LAND  

Tay Taylor, Mildred D.  

 

 After the Civil War Paul, the son of a white father and a black mother, 

finds himself caught between the two worlds of colored folks and white 

folks as he pursues his dream of owning land of his own. 

 

 Prequel to ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY 
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J PAPERBOY  

Vaw Vawter, Vince  

 

 When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route 

in July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating stutter makes for a 

memorable month. 

 

 

J THE JOURNAL OF PATRICK SEAMUS FLAHERTY, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS  

Whi White, Ellen Emerson  

 

 An eighteen-year-old Marine records in his journal his experiences 

in Vietnam during the siege of Khe Sanh, 1967-1968. Includes a 

history of Vietnam, war timeline, glossary, and related military 

information. 

 

 

J BAT 6  

Wol Wolff, Virginia Euwer  

 

 In small town, post-World War Oregon, twenty-one sixth-grade girls 

recount the story of an annual softball game, during which one 

girl's bigotry comes to the surface. 

 

 


