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Tween  Ahmed, Samra            AMIRA & HAMZA: THE WAR TO SAVE THE WORLDS 

Ahm   A genie informs twelve-year-old Amira and her younger brother Hamza 

that they are the chosen ones who must defeat a monstrous demon of 

Islamic folklore to save the Earth and a parallel dimension. 

      The story of Amira & Hamza continues in THE QUEST FOR THE RING OF 

POWER.  

        

 

J Armstrong, K.L. LOKI’S WOLVES 

Arm Matt Thorsen is a direct descendaent of the order-keeping god Thor, 

and his classmates Fen and Laurie Brekke are descendents of the 

trickster god Loki.  When Ragnarok—the apocalypse—threatens, the 

human descendents of the gods must fight monsters to stop the end 

of the world.  See others in The Blackwell Pages series. 

  

 

MYSTERY 

J     Bertman, Jennifer Chambliss     BOOK SCAVENGER 

Cha   Just after twelve year-old Emily and her family move to San Franciso 

she teams up with a new friend James to follow clues in an odd book 

they find, hoping to figure out its secrets before the men who 

attacked Emily’s hero, publisher Garrison Griwold, solve the mystery 

or come after the friends. 

      Emily and James have further adventures in THE UNBREAKABLE CODE 

AND ALCATRAZ ESCAPE. 

 

 

J    Blecher, Jennifer                CAMP FAMOUS 

Ble  When eleven-year-old  Abby learns she will be attending summer camp, 

she is excited at the idea of a fresh start, but when she discovers 

she is going to Camp Famous, a place exclusively for famous kids like 

pop stars, princesses and geniuses, her enthusiasm turns to 

apprehension. 

 

 

J    Brown, Peter                     WILD ROBOT 

Bro  Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island 

with no memory of where she is from, or why she is there, and her 

only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment 

from the island’s hostile inhabitants. 

      Roz has further adventures in THE WILD ROBOT ESCAPES. 

 

 

J    Buyea, Rob                       BECAUSE OF MR. TERUPT 

Buy Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how 

their lives are changed for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. 

Terupt.  See other books on the MR. TERUPT series. 

 

 

 



PLAINVIEW-OLD BETHPAGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LIBRARIAN’S CHOICE GRADE 5 

- 2 – 

 

 

TWEEN  Buxbaum, Julie                                                    AREA 51 FILES 

BUX      When Sky Patel-Baum is sent to live with her mysterious uncle, she  

     didn’t imagine she’d end up here: Area 51.  A top secret military 

     base with a bajillion rules and so classified not even the 

     president knows its secrets. Also, it turns out the place is full 

     of aliens. But they prefer to be called  Break Throughs. As Sky  

     sets out to explore her extraordinary new home, she meet 

     otherworldly next door neighbor Elvis. But something mysterious is 

     afoot in Area 51. Some of the Break Throughs have gone missing. Can 

     Sky and friends solve the mystery.   

     Area 51’s story continues in THE BIG FLUSH. 

 

J    Colfer, Chris                       WISHING SPELL 

Col  Using a mysterious book to travel to a land of wonder and magic,  

 twins Alex and Connor meet a host of classic fairy tale characters 

 and nefarious monsters before discovering that returning back home 

 will be more difficult than anticipated. 

 

 

J    Draper, Sharon                      OUT OF MY MIND 

Dra  Eleven-year old Melody is not like other people. She can’t walk. 

She can’t talk. She can’t write. All because she has cerebral 

palsy. But she also has a photographic memory. She’s the smartest 

kid in the whole school, but NO ONE know it. Most people dismiss 

her as mentally challenged, because she can’t tell them otherwise. 

But Melody refuses to be defined by her disability. And she’s 

determined to let everyone know it somehow. 

      Melody’s story continues in OUT OF MY HEAD. 

 

 

J     Drazin, Meira                       HONEY AND ME 

Dra   A Jewish firl strives to forge her own identity in the shadow of 

her fearless friends. 

  

 

SCIENCE FICTION 

J DuPrau, Jeanne     THE CITY OF EMBER 

DuP In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day 

to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved 

city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.  Enjoy other books 

in the BOOK OF EMBER series. 
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MYSTERY  

J Gibbs, Stuart                         BELLY UP 

Gib Believing that a dead hippopotamus at a new zoo has been murdered, 

12 year-old Teddy Roosevelt Fitzroy and his friend Summer McCracken 

investigate the zoo’s animal-hating head of operations and Summer’s 

father, the zoo’s money-minded owner.   

      Enjoy other titles in the FUN JUNGLE mystery series. 

 

 

J Gibbs, Stuart      SPY SCHOOL 

Gib Twelve-year-old Ben Ripley leaves his public middle school to 

attend the CIA's highly secretive Espionage Academy, which everyone 

is told is an elite science school.  See other books in the series. 

 

 

J Glaser, Karina      VANDERBEEKERS OF 141ST STREET 

Gla The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the brownstone on 141st 

Street. It's practically another member of the family. So when 

their reclusive, curmudgeonly landlord decides not to renew their 

lease, the five siblings have eleven days to do whatever it takes 

to stay in their beloved home and convince the dreaded Beiderman 

just how wonderful they are. And all is fair in love and war when 

it comes to keeping their home. The Vanderbeekers’ story continues 

in other books in the series. 

 

 

J    Griffiths, Andy                       13-STORY TREEHOUSE 

Gri  Follows the efforts of Andy and Terry to meet a latest book 

deadline despite numerous distractions in their sophisticated 

treehouse home, including flying cats, giant bananas and sea 

monsters pretending to be mermaids. Read the whole series. 

 

 

J Grabenstein, Chris              MR. LEMONCELLO’S GREAT LIBRARY RACE 

Gra Mr. Lemoncello holds a contest for his young friends where they 

must race to bring interesting facts back to his library.  See 

other books featuring Mr.Lemoncello. 

 

 

TWEEN 

  Greenwald, Lisa                       11 BEFORE 12 

Gre Kaylan and Arianna are new to middle school, and when they decide 

to make a list of eleven things that they want to accomplish before 

they turn twelve, including getting detention and helping humanity, 

they start to lose sight of their friendship.  Their story 

continues in 12 BEFORE 13, 13 AND 3/4 AND 13 AND COUNTING.  
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J Gutman, Dan      MISSION UNSTOPPABLE 

Gut On a cross-country vacation with their parents, twins Coke and 

Pepsi, soon to be thirteen, fend off strange assassins as they try 

to come to terms with their being part of a top-secret government 

organization known as The Genius Files.  Book 1 of the GENIUS FILES 

series. 

 

 

J    Gutman, Dan                           HOUDINI AND ME 

Gut   A young magic enthusiast living in the former New York City home 

of the late Harry Houdini begins receiving texts from someone 

claiming to be the ghost of the famed illusionist, who needs help 

coming back to life. 

 

 

J   Holm, Jennifer L.                      THE FOURTEENTH GOLDFISH 

Hol  Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth 

grade. She misses her old best friend. She even misses her dearly 

departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. 

He’s cranky. And weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s 

grandfather, a scientist who’s always been slightly obsessed with 

immortality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa Melvin? Has he 

finally found the secret to eternal youth?  THE THIRD MUSHROOM 

continues the story. 

 

 

J Korman, Gordon                       WHATSHISFACE 

Kor Twelve-year-old Cooper Vega and his military family has moved so 

often that he is used to new schoolmates not knowing his name, but 

at the moment he has a bigger problem—his new phone is haunted by 

the ghost of Roderick Northrop, a boy from the sixteenth-century, 

who needs his help to finish a quest, which is somehow tied up in 

the Stratford Middle School production of Romeo and Juliet. 

 

 

J Lord, Cynthia                         RULES 

Lor   Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near 

impossible when you have a brother with autism and a family that 

revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach 

David the rules-from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to 

"keep your pants on in public"-in order to stop his embarrassing 

behaviors. But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a paraplegic boy, 

and Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her 

own shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces 

her to ask: What is normal? 
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J    Lord, Cynthia                          HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

Lor  While visiting her Grandma in Maine, Mia sets out to identify an 

unusual white bird of prey in an effort to prove herself to Cayman, 

her grandma’s know-it-all neighbor and in the process, Mia makes a 

decision that will change things for the town, the bird, Cayman and 

herself. 

 

 

J Lowry, Lois       NUMBER THE STARS 

Low In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old 

Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps 

shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

 

 

J    Mull, Brandon                          CANDY SHOP WAR 

Mul  When fifth-graders Nate, Summer, Trevor, and Pigeon meet the owner 

     of the new candy store in town and are given a magical candy 

     that endows them with super powers, they find that along with its  

     benefits there are also dangerous consequences. The adventures 

     continue in ARCADE CATASTROPHE.  

    

 

J Myracle, Lauren       TEN 

Myr Winnie's celebrates her unique style through her first year with a 

double-digit age as she has many new experiences, from the high of 

spending time in New York City with her aunt and big sister, to the 

low of her two best friends suddenly becoming interested in boys.  

See other books in this series by Lauren Myracle. 

 

 

J     Patterson, James                      BEST NERDS FOREVER 

Pat   Rendered a ghost by a bicycle accident, young Finn Mc Allister 

teams up with fellow spirit Isabella Rojas to commit invisible 

pranks on the living, before discovering that they cannot move on 

to the afterlife. 

 

 

J Paulsen, Gary           HATCHET 

Pau After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days 

in the wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a 

hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his 

parents' divorce.  Also enjoy the further Adventures of Brian by 

this author. 
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J Selznick, Brian       WONDERSTRUCK  

Sel Having lost his mother and his hearing in a short time, twelve-

year-old Ben leaves his Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father 

he never knew in New York City, and meets there Rose, who is also 

longing for something missing from her life. Ben's story is told in 

words; Rose's in pictures.  Also see THE INVENTION OF HUGO CABRET. 

 

 

J Sutherland, Tui T.       THE DRAGONET PROPHECY  

Sut Clay and the other four MudWing dragonets were stolen from their 

homes while they were still in their eggs and hidden for years in 

order to fulfill a prophecy claiming that the dragonets would end 

the war between the dragon tribes, but not all of the dragonets 

want their destiny.  See other books in the WINGS OF FIRE series. 

 

 

J    Swanson, Matthew               BEN YOKOYAMA AND THE COOKIE OF DOOM 

Swa  Simultaneously alarmed and inspired by a fortune-cookie fortune 

that advises him to live every day as if it were his last, literal-

minded Ben tackles a bucket list of unfinished tasks that get him 

in and out of trouble before his parents realize what is going on. 

 

 

J    Tashjian, Janet                         MY LIFE AS A BOOK 

Tas  Twelve year-old Derek, who has been dubbed a “reluctant reader” by 

his teacher, spends summer vacation learning important lessons, 

even though he does not complete his summer reading list.  Derek 

has further adventures as a Ninja, a Cartoonist and more. 

 

 

J     Yang, Kelly                            FRONT DESK 

Yan   After emigrating from China, ten-year-old Mia Tang's parents take 

a job managing a rundown motel, despite the nasty owner, Mr. Yao, 

who exploits them, while she works the front desk and tries to cope 

with fitting in at her school. 

 

 

J    Yun, Erin                               PIPPA PARK RAISES HER GAME 

Yun  Life is full of great expectations for Korean American Pippa Park. 

So when she gets a mysterious basketball scholarship to Lakeview 

Private, she jumps at the chance to reinvent herself. At Lakeview, 

Pippa juggles old and new friends, a crush, and the pressure to 

perform at school while keeping her past and her family’s 

laundromat a secret from her elite classmates. When social media 

threatens Pippa’s persona, she wonders if she can keep it together. 
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J 363.2 Scadiffio, Laura           OUTLAWS, SPIES AND GANGSTERS: 

Sca                                CHASING NOTORIOUS CRIMINALS 

      Provides information on eight of the most notorious criminals 

          who were caught on the run, including John Dillinger, Adolf  

          Eichmann, and Osama bin Laden. 

         

 

J 363.728 Eamer, Claire            WHAT A WASTE!: WHERE DOES GARBAGE GO? 

Eam A history of garbage from the earliest times to today covers 

subjects ranging from dumps and human waste to water pollution 

and the modern "throwaway" culture, sharing key insights into 

why waste is a growing problem for the planet. 

 

 

J 629.45 Siegel, Rebecca          TO FLY AMONG THE STARS: THE HIDDEN  

Sie                          STORY THE FIGHT FOR WOMEN ASTRONAUTS 

 Documents the lesser-known efforts of a group of 13 women air 

racers, test pilots and flight instructors who endured the 

same astronaut training and trials as their male counterparts 

in secret, hoping to defy social norms and earn their place in 

history. 

  

 

J 636.0887 Campbell, Jeff         DAISY TO THE RESCUE: TRUE STORIES OF  

Cam                               DARING DOGS, PARAMEDIC PARROTS AND 

                                  OTHER ANIMAL HEROES 

 Collects over fifty true stories of heroic animals rescuing 

people, including a pot-bellied pig, parrot, dolphin, and 

half-breed wolf, with current scientific research about the 

human-animal bond. 

 

   

J 910.9163 Tougias, Mike          A REMARKABLE TRUE SURVIVOR STORY OF 

Tou                               80-FOOT SEAS 

 When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the Gulf Stream 

in the throes of a calamitous storm, it leaves behind three 

weary passengers struggling to stay alive on a life raft in 

violent waves eighty feet tall. 
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